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Sorrel the Younger, of Hyde-Hall in Gre Waeltheee, 
"inthe Counry of Bſes? th "FR " | 


MADAM: 


To Mrs. Sorre/ the Sorrowtal Relidt of Mr. Fobn 


O Engagements could bave been (uſficient ts have drawn me to 


eppear in Publick, in ſo Cenſorions an Age as onre, did T 
| greatly concern my (elf at what the World will ſay : For Wri- 


| ting 1bikg 4 running the Gantlope, where aman Expaſes himſelf naked, 


ever) man will be ſure to have 4 laſh at his back, The Wit and Ge- 


nin of the Age lyes moſt in finding fault , and ſome men will do it 


owt of a diſlike tothe perſon , and ſome to the Work , and many, that 
they may ſhew their judgement ( as the) think and makg it appear that 
they have wit enough to ſpy a fault. And therefore privacy 1s certais: 
h the beſt defence againſt the petulancy of the Tongue ; for be that us 
wot known nor beard of in the World , is in no danger of being di- 
ſturbed by the Cenſures of it. Had I therefore valued the Cenſures 
of Men, Thadchoſen rather to have diſobliged you, by denying your re- 
queſt, than thus to expoſe my ſelf , and run the hazard that here 1 ab. 


| But I hunt not after Applauſe , ( and if 1 did;] had never ſought is by 


publiſhing this Sermon.) Nor do I at all concern my ſelf to think, what 
men will ſay, or how they will judge or condemn this Work, My work 
muſt ſtand or fall according to my great Maſters approbation; Why then 
ſhould Iregard what the World ſajes of it * ſince their . Applauſe or 
iy na Can neither add nor diminiſh in the acceptance of it with him. 
1 have therefore Obeyed your Commands, and at your Requeſt this Ser- 
on is now made publick , and other Apology than this I ſhall not go a- 
bout to make for my ſelf. I/hall nat tell the World what a ſenſe I have 
of your conſtant Civilities to me, ad vas that the Obligations that 
Jour Kindneſs hathlav'd upon me , made me unable to refule Jour Come 
mand: (though Imuſt own that theſe have been the prevailing Induce- 
ments withme ;, ) for when I have ſaid what 1can, men will think what 
they pleaſe, and I am very well contented they ſhould do ſo. 

Nor foall I go about toframe an Excuſe for this Dedication, with- 
ont firſt aching your leave; for at whoſe door ſhowld I lay this Sermon 
now it is . publick, than at yours , towhoſe Commands it entirely 
owethits coming abroad. T will not doubt of its Acceptance with you, 
for the ſaks of bim mho warthe aecaſionof it , a Perſon who though dead, 
jet re dins that eſteemin Jour heart that cannot be $- may by the fai- 

to 
him. 


reſt Charater that can be given of bim, and is 
ro your Acceptance an) thing that hath any relation to bu 
A2 eat Madam, 


recommend 


OW * 


Tm" "Foul Dalicnony. 7 717 
 « Madam', Thnow toowel/ the greatneſ? of our Sorrow , and row 
' that yonare fo fully ſenſible of your Loſs ," that ir would be but Coneley 
f0-Jou , wnder the notion of ReſpeFt to the Dead, or me to 4a, more 
weight to. your boad., and aggravate your toſs, in 4 what 4 Ons he 
as whim you have loft. The greatneſs of. the Aﬀettion you had fey 
him, ſhiuld make you. the more contented in being deprived of him, fence 
it is.ſu mach for his gain. The ſupport that God hath given you ander 
Jour great affliction . and the plenty of | Mercies that are fil left Jou,' 
are great Occaſions and 4 2. 9p fill to be thankful, and Sronld 
induce you to own this providence, though fevere, yet ' as the Chaſtiſe- 
ment of 'a Father, not ai the Wouna of an Enemy, he that caled for 
. this mercy again , could btve called for -moye , and have left yow much 
more deſolate than youare. Tocontinne lamenting your Loſs, and to 
and meaſuring the length, and breath, an1 depth of the Affliction, and 
to (aurver it in all its dimenſions, is but to lock ow the back-ſide of rhe 
Book, where nothing is to be learned; and which hinders you from looking. 
in to read the Leſſon that God has written ont for you thu providence: 
Your Work is to conſider what God defigns inthis his doug, and to labour 


to ſpell out the meaning of * theſe black Charaters. The alight of 
Jour ejer is takin away with a ſtruak, and your greateſt Comfort in 
this life hath failed you; Truſt then to ſuch ohne. Tojes no more, ſit' 


looſe tothe Whrld and the blandiſhments of it , fix with all your 
might your thoughts and bopes upon him, who being unchtngeable ever 
tails, nor can fail them that put their Truſt in him. Remember him 
rhat is gone before, ſo as to prepare to Follow him ; and let the memory 
of bis Piety and Vertne; be ever before your Eyes as a fair Copy" to 
Write afte/ that ſince he ſball not retary to you, you may go to him, andl 
enjoy him once again, never to loſe him more. Sitch as theſe and many 
more,are the proper Improvements of this diſptnſation; which 'that yoa 
ma) ſo improve, as toreap the advantage vf Spiritual health from this 
bitter Potion, is and ſhall be the ſubjeft of his Prayersfor you to the 
T brone of Grace; who is, 
RED MADAM, 


KF Your Humble Servant, 
Fiat | Benjamin $ mith.- 


From Much Waltham Vicaridge,-, 
July, 1675- 
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CHRISTIANS. WORK, 
AND: | 
John. 9. 4 
Day 3 the Night cometh when” nd Man can work:-- 
A". all th Uncerteiates they pr ABS 'in'this World - 
name 0 f Uncertain , ; than the'Date' of our 
Lives. OurEnjo ed ee lat ng tried and 
ſtate inwhich we had lay'd up the. Hopes of . many” Years / 
Repoſe 3 but yet as fic] TITEL” 
joyments. Atime indeed', .if CE d2e Go that Godin ' 
whoſe Hands the boundaries of ourTimes are, and who'fayts'to * 
ther; and evo ſoall thy frail thy proud waver be ftafd : Butif-were 
ſclves,to whom the time is allotted, W « 
how ſoon, there's none that- 
we ſuppoſe them'to run to het utmioft Extent, and 
how much is li Accidents and *Incertdinties , -or 
by-the determinationsof an pre Fe and over- 


Time of E Working: 0 

Tiuuſt Work the Works of him that ſent me / while it is + 

po ableto there is nothing that atore juſtly deſerves the | 
a'moment is enough to deftroy.the'pleaſure and grandeur of 'that 
(if fo much as the time in which weare 
if ſo much) 
every man as he ſaid to the Sea, Hitherto [dit rhow come,nd wo Xo | 
and certain but this, that, its end vill 
id, P[alm co h to'a Spax; ir of this little -- 
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o A Chriſtians Work,” — 


ther the Principles we are 
ble to, or thedaily E 

Lhe Principles we are compoſed of are different in their Nature, 
and repugnant one to another, hot atid cold , moiſt and dry, by the 
Wiſdom and Power of God are tempered together in the duſt that 
makes up our Frame theſe diſcordant Humors are alwaies at va- 
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pe or State that. | 
Here he ell th full gown Oak, a, 
Speers, andevery dayes Experience 
As ſoon goes the greenFree tothe Fire as the 
What ſhould mando then, whom 


Experience 
what 'end Pon ve ſo] 


can ſecure and makens free 


ily convince cf the incer ofhis life ?. Or to 
ſure” that he. i8at no certain 

ſtay here ? but that he might lift up his tho | 
firm, - and. improve the preſent Sceafons- (which anly weart ſureof ) 
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Fe and Reafon,; and ' 


to what 11s mote 


ro the obtaining an Eternal and 


le ftate: Forſince this 


Life, as incertain asit is; is in order to a Future ſtate, which once en- 


in our Pariſh, that ſerin 
| he dro cer fr It; both Young and Old may lay it toheart,. - 


Ensrime; left their End prevenetheir Preparations forit.1, 


ONE the reaſon-of our'Saviours ating , {0 they -were ſpo- 


tred _ _— CRIES bouce yep — uncertain, 
docs y call upou us to 'ork, and'improve.our 
time, that we may beready for-our Change whenſvever 'it-: comes. 
That we muſt dye, and come to Judgment, makes it neceſſary for.us- 
to preparefor death: 3 but fince we know not but that we may dye 
to morrow ,' it's- necefſary that we provide: for its- coming. to 
da L , , 
This then js the Uſe we ſhould make of all the Mementy'gwehave 
of Moreality, or of the incertainty or frailty-of our Lives.z-and we * 
ſhould never-ſce or heayofany ſnatchtaway. from us, but it ſhould 
haſten us in our Work, and make us more diligent to prepare for 
our turn; for who knows whoſe is next? 
And to this -end'l have becn defired to apply this ſad-and ama- 
thathaslacely betallen one of the Chiefeſt Families 
that a Young-man cut offnear the midſt of his 


awakened , to conſider by this Inſtance how uncertain our- 
time is, that they may be ſtirred up to mind their Work: in the pre- 


And to thisend I have been directed to this Portion of Saxipture 


as giving a- ſufficient Ground 'to-build ſuch - ag Exhpreation 


1 maſt Work the Works of himthat ſent me while it « day., the night 
cometh when no mun can Wor r9nd'T*” > 

\ Words that are cof a Two-fold Application ,-as they axe 

the Reaſon of our Saviours practice ,-and ns. they arc Ryle of| ours: ©* 


our Saviour of himſelf ;  and- have a+ peculiar Relation to 
hiniſelſ; but the Reaſon they are founded upon;makes them a Rule 
, . tg” 


LI 


TEL Was 


w/w LIT ES 


Gene agochowors, -and-muake uſe of my 
death is coming, by which theſe works muſt 
his reaſon of wo! | 


Rat th re-order dilig 
and time.” Ad this a ſhort 
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28 * Tet he wokthe enttitne; aid lay'd hold up 

Leal tmtofered i lf 10 dorhele Works in TIAL 
that ſame me while it to-day." A 51 
oe $67 why he dig'thiis, and fo carefully loy;4hold 
ſeaſon todohis "was, leaſt tho night ſhould: 
vett hin y/ther ſatan mots: »Xorls 
dil s hy rpcreg ſhall wholly wave: for. thought he 
worth the Works were'' he hadtovdo, avd-by. 
Whotyhe wis 5" apd how: he that was an his.awn: Nature; God 


he 


LIFT. 


| v6ich he was obligodiertoers 
| .. ſhullpaſy thereforerfromchis't 
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And t fever "i g-wi cone jet be je 
in dcopnt why he wes digenen wotig, and the 
| > $4 bh Eg Wat v4 Gt Les | 


. 


the Reaſon & AN y A 4 thus ,. 
*>* a A* 4 Fg 
bi e 5 Was : 


(uſo honye here To bgben ee ecn 
mems he tionoof ths ſe, then by Night m Me be roeant 
| - time 


old Reaſan, couched: iu0s (LO g5iny If } Bio bg 
- "Is En: cor ths, ie 
tit come, . 4n unplying —mtuqrigtesD 
4 Journcy towardghim,”. 


EEE Sfirw! tea ey nr Asif 
badfaid,,* Ie now, 


_ on my de wr or es 
adn xt ca 159 magþr pan and 
RY Ha theſe Works obmit muſt ceaſe; for in 
” Ven no man can w —_— to Reſolution and Reaſon 


is the advice and ar pment, ofthe Wiſe mn 1man: 4 Eocleſ.'y. 10. What: 
ſeever thine haud to do, doit with all thrmight; for there ir no 


wh #Ecracs, nt bpomlede, non wiſdom in the Gr, whither thou 
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it cannot be well ſuppe( TTY rote 


or tg bewbicing 
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, "-wanton, codiher Giethefſear on ines tha NGF Tee Ke ach 

intended we ſhould paſs our da daycilike Drone, and belazy. "oP 

Fmt therefdren the firſt | conblertfe wotke tial wi he' 

todo;-and all the Enquiry here will be, /whiat Works thoſe are i 

-which this ovr time oupht to beimployed.. And this eriquiry wouk 

juſtly deſerve a longer time. to be ſpent in it then I have now + 

mou for ſurely the-moſt of men knownor 'their- Works , or ar 

| _— what their buſineſsis / or elſe 

| weglene as they 60, themſelves fo much 4 

| thing, or in doing "miſchief , for watt ofa better em employment. | 

| | be Deel may ſerve todiret vs whac oo Work is fo 

| though the: Works that our Saviour was ſent to do, and the Work 

is that we have ro do; j are vaſtly different as to: their own nature, *ye 
Þ in this rhey agree that both his Works*and oflrs arethe Works 

"hi himchat ſent us; God is our Maſter ,” at: we are'fent into th, 


F "World upon his Errand, and —_—_— us 'our Being , hath alf 
wit #ppouited the deſighand end of it ce are ſenr*inrto the n—_ 
it upon buſincls, not as ſome Youths are ſent to Travel,'to gaze 
| the World, and' fee Faſhions, "and gather up the Vatities th 
[Wk Times, but as Etnbaſſadors tonegotiatE"and tranſact ſome buſine! 
for our Maſters Honor, or like Factory th Trade with, "and ſnþrov 
our Talents for our Maſters a@vantage.  * '' 
* And having faidtharour work that wehave to 4 hefs is the 


| work of him that ſetit'us3 epadd he Hat ;enerali 
li ry of the-Wortd tOheidleorworWith yisf 
"s ſeen ,' thartheworks thati cheirtinc mein) reſuch 
'"tN thieyrhatdo: ther, dare noraſtribets Gotas the Avthor or 'Com 
"n mander of 'therri; "Goltnever ſear wh hit? ton Eons fo 
the Fleſh; tofulfif the luſts thereof ;' he never TEES 
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"will 


Y vil make! vslike, unto Him', if we carefully practice and do 


pM ſent us hither tolcarnto know him ; and to conform'd 
co his Image in ſneſs and True Holineſs; has com- * 
manded us tolearn his will and to doit, to he ſerviceable to him 
in our:generation and.to be uſeful to: one in our ſeveral 
(pheres and places; he. has call'd usto gs the luſts of the 


Brleth, Ped rpg at gg 7 hn rougsre bo he hascall'd 


ec Works 
are, \yet 
A orks''o 


us tomeecknels and gentleneſs, and to the mutual afts of love and 
kin ine(s otic to another ; to ſeek every one the welfarc of arother 


Ebcfore.ourown, he has enjoyn'd-us compaſſion and charity.; andre- 


quires t-at we be tender-tigarted, and that we forbear. and mucu- 
wily forgive one-anothge : He has cammand us tbc peaceab'e and 
quict, and rather . te recede from our owa fight, thenzo em: 
broyle the world or diſquiet rſs ore foe by our pe ay or infe 
rior Concerns. In ſhore, he or Which 
we come here, to act in ordergo his Gory — own Salvition, 
whichtwo ends he has ſo Tk ro they 2. that they become inſc- 
parably_onc,,. and he that faichfully labours ſor the one, cannor tail 


ot obtaining the ogher. 
Theſcare :the ends of our being , which he that made us has apy 
c 


Jpointed ; and thig.isa rough draught anda Thort ſummary of t 


Works we havet6doin this life. . Such &s theſe are rhe Works 
that God has ſent us to do, and whatſocves aQions are contrary to 


; theſe, are none of our Work, nay goatrary to it, and when we come 


t09ur a:count, will be. found.to be a deceiving our Maſter, an em- 


L _ our time, 'and' a | contradicting the ends ofour Crea- 


| Burch we. may-have. a1 perfect Scheme, and-a fairer. 
ofour work before our eyes , let us: conſider man as ſtan- 

ding a two-ſold. ROAR Ie a God, in the other 
towards. man. which two Relations wilt 
preſent us. wr roo under which the whole qucy 
ofman is comprized. Firarrro "I api thould give 
adiſtinCt-acrountof every ployment that is 
appointed ra es: 4 cujur Ty that © nova, he wark of an 
hour, orbe comprized within the limits of one ſmgle Sermon, my 
deſign is proghryoy thoſe Heads unto which our ptriicular du- 
warns ay hoeyarngl and may ſerve as aMemodalto ns by the help 
wegnay the 'bejtsr call to mind'our particular nr Ducicy ad and” 

6 put.in —_— of the practice ofthem. « | 
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. The firſt Relation we ſtand in is towards God ,and that _ 
be cookdered two wayes. | « 6208s 


1. As wearc his Creatures., 4M 525, ci Beta iff 4. 
2, As weareſinpersagainſt bing 
m both theſe different, Con derations i þ 7 works ariſe, 


whichare our duty to'd9, and. which it: isnccefſary. thatabey ſhould 


be done before the Night comes. 


i. As we arc his Creatures... And fo) therelyes an-Obligation. up= | 


on us todo whatſecver Gogt hag enjoyned, us ,.it beingihut: Reatfon 
that he that made us yk tbr Nel diſpoſal. of us ; we look to 
have. the uſe of what our hands have made, aud we being. as-the 


Apoſtle fayes, , Epheſ. 2. 40-. Them wkynanfip of God ,. it were. 


unjuſt and vnreafagable to deny hoey od the (ull powergo ap- 


are not to conſult gur own, nor. be guided by our own.incli- 
natfons what w door how. wedhall live naw! We are come in« 
ro the world; : mult receive,ourErrand from bis mouth , and 
attend to him ok ircctionghow to ous-. time... .V Ve! muſt 
lock tothe manifcſtatipns of his mind , and. the Revelations of. his 
will,” we mult liſten to what God has commanded; for what God 
by bidden vs todo, thats a FSGs; and ſo we muſt employ our 

ves, 4; 

Now this being confidgred,that we are jutlyart Gods diſpoſal by 
the Law of our Creation,and nonggan claim anyin in, us,00r 
any ſhare in our time or ſervice, ire to what God has appoin- 


red, it will further follg y.his, and at his diſpo- 
ics 


ſal, our Whole time and wploycd i in his Ser»! 
vice, and forhis Glory ; for as the TE eucen Wore our Being/49 
God, and every ,where teathas that bes the Creator of us , andiall 
things , ſo they ther Tan. . that the the deſign of all things was 
his own glory, which for-us fo. Fp-4 at any time, qr4n any-inſtance 


to be ſerviceable to, jsto/ frue,he ends of our.Creator and to 


pry es thedeſign of ourbei tclls us, Prov. 16; 4.'T hat 
«4 things for hivrfalf 1: and the;Apoſile gives us 
this ſtrict charge, x, Cor. 20. 3+: What ſerver ye dogde all to: - me—Fa 


of God, To that asall that we have, our being,avd the :enjoyments we 
poſſeſs in it,are the bounty of Gods: ſo muſt allbe:reterr*d:to him 
again, in an induſtrious: imployment of all for his-ſervice and glory. 
So that-to be ille and _yſcleſs in; the :World,, .andtoido;no good, 
willhe ſound to, be-againſt = hows pts our ' Crenion, as. really, 
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t. And therefore: we 
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chehugh not it may befoimuch, asis 'ouritnploying our ſelves in evil 
& doing miſchict;forwhen ourReaſon will not permit usto imagine 
that Godby his power fliould make vs, and by his daily providence 
preterve us and feed us with his and this for no other ends 


as Ladics keep Doggs to lic and ſleepin their Laps. age 


By the Lawthen of our Creation we owe our ſelves entirely to 
God, and as we at@his Creatures ,- we ought to: be alwayes <m- 
yedin his Service. "Andſouniverfal Obedience is our duty and 
rasky Which though through our weakneſs, we are nar able to per- 
form , yet*tisVur duty to will and endeavour it; for a willing fai- 
licur in our duty, and a deſigned. omiſſion of any point and part ot 


our dve Obedrencc , is:nokA ity anCinhrmity of Nature , but 


And from wharhagathus far been ſaid concerniftig our Employ- 
ment, and that we Fatwaycs to beWngagcd in this ſervice of 
God, will appear md&ynreaſomblcnets. of thoſe that talk. 
ot ſerving Qod hereafter , "that neglect their duty now, and talk of 
coing it another time 3 for theſe do not regard, nor weigh that all 
our time ts co-beemployed for*God, and thfaf he has ict us our 
worky and given an cmplifſMent forevery day of our lives. And 
therefure0 ſay {will terve* fin now ,, 'and gbey the luſts of the 
fleſh today ,* ostoput in gemterecrms) to ſayT will loyter and 
beidle nowJortake myeate, and be lazy to day , and will ſerve 
God to morrow, or- ſetabour:my work hereafter , is in effect to 
lay/,-God has termetbus much work todo, but 1do not intend 
todo:ir all, 4willbe ſure to omit fome of it now-, "and it may be 
I'will-do forte of it hereafter. . "$5, 3 | 

| For ii God commands me to ſerve hin al rhe dayes of my life,. 
(as bythe very Law of Creftionhe does )\chen am 1 bound to ſerve 
him to day as wellas tomorrow”; and” if 1 neglect his ſervite tg- 


day,:I -cannot any wayesmake bim amends by doing my duty. to © 


morrow,for what I may do to morrow ,- can be no more than to 
morrow”s ſervice, that is no'more than the work of one day, and (0 
cannot poſhbly in ſtrictneſs and juſtice'be any Reparation for my 
toner neglect. So thatevery day that we neglect, ordefer%ur 
duty , or otherwiſe. employ ourſelves}, we rob God of the ſervice 
we owe him, and contradict theend for which we were inde, in 

that we donot the works:of him that ſent vs. | 
; 2, We mgy beconfidered as finners againſt God, and this we 
are as-fo0n as We arc born, andas ſoon as.we begin to be, we be- 
$113: 
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pin t6 dc evil.,By oneman/finentred into the world, and frombiin 


it paſſed upon all men,, uponthoſethat had not Linned after th 6- 


milicude of -his trangreſſion, even before we ate aCtual ſinners. as 
he.was,. there is a depravation of our Nature#, an camity in us 
agaiatt God, and a perverſediſpofa), and inclination as 1oon as we 
arc ab'c to act}, to at amiſy.,, Devid gives. us an account, what 
in 0ur lt priaciples and-beginnings we are , While heſayes, Pſalm 
5'. 5. Behold I was ſhapenin iniquity , and is fin did my"2fother eon- 
ceive me 3 ang Saint Parcells us, what the iſſue-and effect of that 


Original depravation is, ig ſtiling vs, Epheſ: 2. 3. $f nature rhe chil. 


drenof wrath. By axture we arefianers , and we are daily tuch 
more or leſs by our pratice ; for what can be the iſſuc- and pro- 
duQ of a depraved nature, buta pe 
on, ob 14.4. For who canbring a clew®# thi 
».r one. And hy this Original and Acual Si 
our very beginnings, an 1 every daybywaur praftice,more and more 
the children of Wrath; and liable to the Juſt Vengeance'of God our 
Creator. : ©. 

This ſtate and conſideration ſuperanduges a new. Work that we 
have todo, which though it was gone ſe which man was ſent 
to do as he was made at firſt , (for the Wiſe man. bears witneſs, 
Eccleſ. 7-29. thatGod made man pare,) yet man having ſian'd, this is 
a work thac God in mercy calls him to, and is as necefſary in order 
to his Eternal welfare as any he can be:employed in. | 

Aad ſo the works-that we have to do upan this canſiderationarc 
to make our peace with God , and to reform and-amend ovr lives 
and wayes, our work is now to believe in Jeſus Chriſt ,- and. truly 
and ſcrioufly to repent us of onr ſing . By ghe Law of Creation God 
calls us to univerſal Obedience, and the-firſt Covenant was, Do 
thi and live; but by the Covenant of Gaace , wearecalled to be- 
lieve and repzatz and this is the only remedy againſt the rigor and 
ſcveritics of that Law. . F164 

This is a Work that is neceſſary to be done , and neceſſary tobe 
done while it is day 1 for if ourpeacc be not made with God, we 
aregrrecoverably loſt, and muſt needs be miſerable for ever, Who 
ſhall ſecure us from th 
what hopes can we appear, or ſtand in the judgment, if wehave no 
advocate to plead our canſe with the Father, and have no intereſt 
in that ſavisfaction which Chriſt made to Divine: Juſtice. No Un- 
clean thing can enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, for. an impure 
Soul 


of an nnclean one? 


and impure Convertati- 


"we arc by nature trom | 


e wrath of an.incenſed God;or where,or with 
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ul is contradiction to,theenjoyments, or tagiety;.-or Yorks of 
thac Nate 10d 'Ifourheazryare ot purified by the blood of 
Ch | | en PR jane ; — if our Luſty be not 


 mortified,aud ourevil wayes firſt, reformed, asitisimpoſſible chat 


ſo unclcana thing as ſuch aman can be: admitted iutoa ſtate of the 


greateſt purity and bliſs; ſo would itbe impaſſible' (:could he be 
Eire there that ſuch a one could take any delight in ir. For 


fince the pleaſure ofevery enjoyment conſis in the ſuitablneſs that 
it hath to the mind and nature of him that enjoyes it , how*+ can 
Spiritual things be Joyestoa Carnal mind, or Heaven be a place of 


_ delight to an Earthly minded man? Wrap the Swiae in fine linnen, 


and perfume him with ſweet Odours, and you do him no kindnels 
in all this, he had rather be wallowiagin the mire -and ſo 1 would 
the-joyes of Heaven be toa ſcniual, carnal, impure minded: many 


there being no ſuitableneſs between his Aﬀecttions 'and-thoſe Joyes. 


Sin muſt then firſt become a Burden to us, and be matter of ſorrow 
and real grief our Aﬀections mult firſt be retin'd from fenſuality 
and impuredelights , before they can be midgicapable of relithiog 
ſuch ſublime Joyes, and taſting theſweetneſ(s of a Saciery and em- 
ployment foallpure as that is. In ſhort, , we muſt be bora again, 
and that of the Spirit,before we can cither enter into; or delight in 
the glorics and happineſs of chat place. 

And as Repentance and Reformation arc works thugnecefſary to 
be done, (o tobe done , while it is day; it being theneceſſary work 
of every day, *tis iy chatwe repent of every diſobedience, 
for every fig unrepented of is damning 3 and therefore fince we dai- 
ly fin, a daily Repentance and Amet t is needful, Andſvurely, 
he may well be (aid to be more then mad , that defers theſe Works 
co another time, and will dare to delay his Repenting till too mor- 
row; for it we dyc before our peace with God is made , and arc 
ſratchtaway before we Repent, we are loſt, we periſh for ever; 
and yet to'/himthat defers to do theſe Works while; he may, an 

will needs be putting them off till another time ,. 'tis no jmpoffible 
thing but that he may die before theſe Works be done. *Tis. ab« 
ſolutely neceſſary that the work be done,'tis abſalutely as uncertain 
whether he that negleQs co day, ſhall have co morrowto doit in; 

Id teach vs in a matter: of 10-1 

conceri to cloſe with the ſurer ſide, and-lay hold upon the tune 
that we are ſure of ; not venturing our Souls upon what _—— 
nor OY the meas of happineſs:ill too Morrow, which whether 
it will ever | That 


ome 0r no, we know not, - C 


Oy 
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| That Repentanc&is a means of blotting out fins through Faith 1n. 
Chriſt, is a great Encouragement to our ſpeedy Ade ab it >, 
bue they that think it fo caſte to Repent , that they por ic'off ro 
many years hence, or to Ofd Age, or a Sick. bed, may perchan:e be 
tound to have been miſtaken, both in the nature of the thing, and 
che time of it z for ſurely *tis- not fo ſhort a work to Repent, as 
ſome would make it, nor the time that is tuture ſo certain to us, 
as that weſhould venture ſo weighty a Concern upon it. "Tis not 
every crying God mercy, or ſaying that we are ſorry ; 'tis not a 
ſigh and a dejeRted look that God will accept for a true repen- 
tance; it requires a more inward work upon the heatt , and more 
ſevere mortifications than theſe arcz and whether this be a work 
ſo fit tor a Sick-bed , thcy would do well firſt to conſider, that think 
of turning this work over toſ{ucha time. | 

The tum of all is this, Repentance is a work incumbent on us 
as ſinners, which if it be not done before we die, we arc miſera- 
ble for evcr; and therefore we ought to do this work whilc it is 
day 'tis dangerougo put it off till another time, leſt thattime 
ſhould never come ; for if-we refuſe the time that is preſcnt , we 
haveno aſſurance of wht is future. To which 1 ſhall add no more, 
but that excellent Saying of St. Auſtin,, Deus qui. panitenti. tibi 
promiſit veniam , panitentia tua nos promiſit craftinum. That is to 
tay., God inaeed bath promiſed pardon to him that repents, but never: 
promiſed us too morrow to repent in, 

And thus much may ſuffice to have ſpoken concerning thoſe 
works that ariſe from that refation which we ſtayd. in towards 
God, whether as his creatures or as ſinners againſt him. 

2. There is arother relation we ſtand in as men, and that as we 
ſtand related one towards another. From the. former relation 
aroſe thoſe dutics which were due from man towards God:; from 
this ariſe thoſe dutics which are berwcen man and man, aud due 
from one man to another. 

And here, though-the SubjeA be changed , yet the dutics, asto 
the Author of them, remai:;; the ſame ; and thoſe works that we 
have to do upon this account , are alſo the works of him that ſent- 
us. For whatſoever the duties are that are to be performed from 
man to man, they are therefore to'be perfortned , becaule ap- 
pointed by God , andenjoyn'd vs as our duty by him, in whoſe 
power and right it is tg determine our work , for whomſocver is. 
i$to bedone. And therefore is our duty to man cqually part of 


our 


' which we ſhall be accountable 


and Time'ef Working. x9 
dur works that we have todo here , becauſe enjoynedns by 'the 
pe authority that-has the faveraigndiſpofal 6f us” ho hr 


| faid',, Loukg 40, 27» . Tho halt tove the: Lori thy God with alt ij 


heart , and with ail thy ſonl, and: with all thy hb, 'avd with all 
th mind; the ſame hath/faid , 7how'fhalt love thy neighbour as thy 
elf. | | £454 
/ F nd this relation engages us in different works , according as our 
ſtation in which we ſtand inamong men, may be different z for we 
may be conſidered , | 
1, Eitherin general as we are men, TY 
2. Or asweare men placed by God inſome certain relation and 
eretoatin.. From both of which there are ſeveral duties in- 
cumbent on us , which we ought to do 3 and for theneglect of 
fore him who has made them our 
work 3 and appointed us thoſe things to do, in thoſe ſtations' 


wherein he has {et us. 


- 


1. We may be conſidered in general as we are men, and' of the 
ſame nature with the reſt of mankind , andiagaye are ſuch, there be. 
long unto us thoſe general duties of love and beneficence, and of 
doing good mutually , asit lies in our powerone to another.” Un- 
der this head may be reduced all the dutics of the Second Table , 
and as we are tobe conſidered in this notion, that command of 
the Apoſtle belongs unto us, Gal. 6. 10. As therefire we have op - 

unit) , let ms do good to allmen. We ought to concern our elves 
for ther ſouls, by good advice, and by ſeaſonable reproo!s and ad- 
monitions, endeavoringto deliver them from the paths of the de- 
ſtroycr, and taking the morecare of our own wayes leſt our go- 
ing aftray ſhould encourage and embolden others to do the like: 
and our evilexample , cither deſtroy, or endanger our Neighbours 
ſoul. - Wearec to cadcavor and deſire their temporal welfare too, 
to ſafeguard their lives, if it lie in our power 3 to vindicate their 
names, and to communicate of our ſubſtance ta their ſupport. 
and relict, if they are.in want. For we are not made tor our iclves, 
nor ſent into the world to live alone in the midſt of the earth; but, 
as God has link'd us infociety with others, ſohas he commanded 
us to be uſeful one toanother 3 and this is to be ſerviceable to God, 
in our generation , by being ſerviceable to the glory of God in our, 
ſeveral ſpheres and- places; and by being the channels toconvey the. 


. 


googacls and mercy of, God towards others. | 
My | C > And 
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Aud therefore it w as but 7a furly Anſwer of Cain's to God, Am 
Ing brothert keeper ? | For certainly God has made us ſo far keepers 
one of agather,, that if any detriment comes to- our neighbour, 
mech i lay.jn our power to/prevent 3' we may juſtly be accounted 
deforc Godasaccefſories ar leaſt tothe evil. Es. 
I take my vread-and my water, and my fleſh , and give them to men that 
1 hnow not , whence they be * For thole that are really in need and 
 ftraits, havearight toreliet from us ; and God hasnotoncly made 


itaduty, but ovcr and above declares it a ſervice that is-plcafing ' 


rohim if we will believe the Apoſtle, who gives us this account 
of it, Reb. 13. 16- To do good ard to communicate forget nt , fer 
with [..ch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 


From, wheace theſe two Corolarics plainly offer 'themſelves to , 


obſeryation> WH | 

* 1. In vain then domen boaſt of a negative righteou neſs ,' and 
pleaſe or ſatisfie themſclves in that ticy can'ſay- they do no hurt, 
they are no knaves nog@thieves , they neither cheat nor oppreſs 1- 
ny 3 when for all this it way be they live like drones upon the 
earth, and are uſcleſs perſons, and make no body the betrer for 
them. There is a ſevcreprohidition againſt doing wrong, 'and they 
do well that obey that 3 but there is alſo a ſtrict charge that we do 
| £ood, andthcy fin that obey not that. 'And indeed they that are 
oncly negatively good , . are not really ſo good as "they imagine 
themſclves to be; tor in vain do they boalt that they -dono wrong, 


ſince it is a wrong to with-hold good from whomit'is due. *'We | 


ought not to wrong and oppreſs our poor neighbour, 'this muſt be 
carcfully obſerved, but yet there1s more to be done for our poor 


neighbour than this 3 for being poor, heisthe object of 'our chari-. 


. ty, and we muſt rclieve him. .Wie ought not 'to wrong the fa- 
therleſs nor pervert the cauſe of the widdow 3 but this prohibition 
. meansnotonely what it ſays but more , and we are commanded'to 
plead the cauic of the widdow, and to defend the 'fatherleſs. In 
ſhort , let that Sentence of our Saviour be weighed, and the grounds 


it foe npon, which is recorded Marth. 25. 41, 42,43. and this - 
Wi 


be cnough to ſpoil the negative Chriſtians - confidence. | For 
that ſad and diſmal | avs that is there pronounced , is not upon 
the account of doing cvil, but for not. doing good; they. are not 
charg'd with oppreſſion or cxtortion, nor condemned for ca 
the Members of Chriſt into priſon 3 but becauſe they did not 
| is | cloath 
- 


And as churliſh was that. of Nabhalto David s Meſſengers ,- Shall. 


aa a wes cows es ww ak £ . a 


, , 


cloathand feed the h 
Impriſoned, . : | 
. 24 In vain do men boaſt of aReligion towards God,that obſerve 
no Conſcience towards man : In vai dq we keep up Religious 
Duties , and pretend to'be  ftrict Obſervers of the Injunions of 
our Maker inthv(e Duties that relate more immediatly to his Wor- 
ſhip, while we reject thoſe commands' that are' enforc'd upon us by 
the tame Avthority,-alrhoogh relating to a different Subject, That 
Religion is in vain that makes it my duty to,pray otte:1 and earneſtly 
to God, and yer never tyes ny Hands from injuſtice and trau2, but 
alowsme 10 oppreſs or deceive my Neighbour. Thar Religion is in 
vain.that engages my tongue to ſpeaKwell of God , and employs 
x trequently in diſcourſe of Religion, and pious matters; burat 0- 
ther-tiumes leavesit at liberty to- back-bite and flarder, tocenfure 

uncharitibiy, or bitterly to reproact' anothers actions, and lecrecl 

tyſtrike throngh and wound 'my er Repure and Goo! 
| Namie. And it this ſeem to anyro be too hardly ſpoken, as that of 
Saint James is my authority , fo let it be my ahſwer, 7ames 1. 26. 


$ Time of Working. 


If any man among you ſeem to be religions , and bridleth not bis tongue, 


| but deceiveth his'own heart, this nraxs religion *« vain. And certun- 
ly, *tis-to no cgi he. or blind 'Heaven by the dili- 
gentaud ſedulous perforrimanceoffome Doties thar we may be ci- 
ther allowed or coriniv'd atintheproſs neglect of others; righte- 
ouſneſs towards man'is our dity, and is part of our work to do; if 


wene js, we negleCt our duty, and donot work the works of 
him pe dren we defeadu 66 hve in Holineſs towards 
him. 3 as alſo-made if ouf duty to'live in righteouſneſs tq- 
wards | N 4 ty 'þ p i 


And. thus 8 we miay be conſidered as then in general, there are © 


« 


works that-are incumborit on us in'that relation; and as we are men, 
we have atervice to'd6 for God to Mamzand *cis an equa] Violation 
of the LawogGod; rorob God, or to wrong Man', Gnce God has 
equally ſorbidden beth; '' Much Sacrifice will not cxpiate that fin, 
nor many prayers' drown the voice" of its cry ; nothing but 
tance and a reformation of our Injuſtice and Immorality , nothin 
but a ceaſing todo evil,and alearning todo the contrary good, wil 
procure our acceptance _ God hag ee we have him iq the 
Propherexpoſtuluting with his people were highly injurious 
towards.man, and yet etended to be extreamly ) #64 to- 
wards God. They'ev d him withthe fat of their fed Beafts, 

| and 


20 
ungry and naked , and did not vilit the Sick and 
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and even da;kned Be. Wi clouds of IF obſerves 


Exactly their New Moons and Feaſts, their Sabbaths , and Solemn 
ceand ps and: Vio. | 
3 they had no pitty to the. 


Aſlemblies;, but wi al neo joſe 


Poor, nor mercy to he W dow., nor-regard. to the Fatherleſs 
Childrens Cab oges arcs his diſlike of' their Religious ſer- 
vice, becauſe of this defect in thee moral duties, and calls them 
firſtto the pratice of them , and then promiſes, to hear and accept 
chem inthe others. 

Let us rea! and weigh the firſt chapter of 1/#i4h, from the 10th. 
werſe to the 21tb. and there weſhall t.nd our c uty in this.caſe,and 
find this made-good,, that a Religion towards God without a Con- 
ſcience towards man, is defective, and in vain, 

Our Work then that we are ſcnt.to dorelates to Man as well as 
God, and that as we areconſidercd.in general as men. 

- 2. But we mayfarther be conſidered as we are men placed by 
God in ſome particular Relationand-Sphearto at in , whether as 
Magiſtrate or doo oder gt Serrant, no Husband or Wie, 
as Parent or Child 3. theſe andthe. like ſeveral Relations and Places 
call ſor ſeveral Work us; Which are-out duties as ſo related, 
and as ſet in thoſe places. * Oftheſe.acaremuſt be, bad, for in theſe 
alio we ſerve him that ſeat usz. thatioa faithful Labourer, a 
good Chriſtian. will. not, nay, dare not theſe, | 

The conſideration of all ſhes ta Chriſtians life wasne- 
ve deſigned for Jollity.orl 


"Hovieg given, fight of 

us much, Work.to be dong, wirhour ſayi any moteyſipc evi: 
yoo proved, that we haye no time, a9 -ſparco in w e- may 
Hhwfully fe fill and donothing; our Workand.qur Tirde are equal- 


ly matched,for aslongas welivexe myſt, be doing, Much leſs can 
mona any time to. 0940 yr to ſervethe or tobe inftru- 
al to the carrying 6:66 eſgns of f; ahe-Kingdom of .dark- 

, for God made 44's, 


wy ed in his Sctvice no leſsthan robbing .of-God, and be- 
: % ig þ ys ——_ partaler $9 the.ſervice of a- 


7 Th inuch may urs wane akon the Work,we have to 
onſderga the: time. when this Work 
foros Wy mx 


net $0 be.cnquiredalecr as 
miſtakes Ar axe, gtior and _—_ 
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Work, fo it nay be'moremillake 


therefore defer icb 
| orſet bee | To 


the true notionof cheir thne,and 


This time the Text fays,js while it x: day;and the mea. 
ning of that has been fwd while the time of Life laſts , for 
the Text plainly excludes Eternity from being a ſeaſon for work; tor 


it tells vs if this Life he at an ead,ſe is oue;worktoo,the Night comer 


wherein nom4n can Wor 


*o + 


Now ſince the time ot this Life may be eivided: into three parts, 


paſt, prefent, and to com2,, all g1c matrerof our Enquiry will be, 


Which ot theſc three is our working-time jg which we ought to ap- 
ply our ſelves to our buſineſs, 


For that which is paſt, there can be ng queſtion made, whether 
that be, a time for Work which remains /ygs-to/bedene ,, for itisc 


laps'd and gone, and beihg once loſt,isjrrecoverable; weinay more - 


eaſily recall the River that ſlides, inſenfibly by, haſting to the Ocean, 
than recover the dayes that are falently; Roilen on towards Erernity; 
therc is noul9 to be made of the time paſt, but only this, by reflexi- 


on upon.what we have loſt or idly miſpenc,' to quicken-and awaken - 


our ſelves to theinorc carcful improvementaf: what remains..  *Tis 
impertineut to with that we had,our.time again ; ſince that cannoc 


bc, all. our wiſdom in.this-caſe. is to. lay the-faſter hold upon what 
we yet have. , | 


is therefore being granted, that the time that is. paſt is none of - 


ours, aad cannotnow be imployed in Work, yct-it- may be hoped 
that whatis to come Ay counted ourown., and that. wehave a 


better hold of that: , *Tis true ,, at preſent we. are notdiſpoſed for 


Work, orare otherwiſe implayed z but we are Young, or hope to 
live long,or hope at leaſt that we ſhall notdye yet 3 and ſo hope 
we may have time enough for. Work hereafter. | jt - 
. This is the uſyal. Plea'that men oakefor delaying their Work till 
time, to come, andhis. 1s, the ruig of, many'a/one!, and a/ fital 
nare in which Satan entangles/ many-am unwary Soul, while he 


beats them off trom whatis preſent and ſure y:and turns them ovet 


to what -is future and- contingent«-; He perlwadecs | them. 'tis | r00 
foon to repent and reform yet ,- that 'tis: too carly'to ſaddeniand 


damp the jallity, and brisknefs of their Youth ,; with the ſad'enter- | 


tainment of forrow and. repentance; or \vith the melancholly-appre- 
henſjons gf Down and Judgment 3. anothet tine he-perſ them 
tobe more fit for thoſe things; and thar Old Age, or at leaſt an Age 
more ſolid and ſtayed,more fleginatick and ſerious than the ſpright- 

inc(s 
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F | "Ch Han 5 Work, . | 
lineſs of Youth, would be a ſeafon much | 
accompliſh that work.' | But while 'unwary mag liſtens to theſe 
charms, the fatal hour ſteals oi, and/che,vieht temes wherein nd man 
can work: How many defet rheir Work till Old age, that dye 
-n the prime of their Youth; and how may delay till too morrow, 
that never live to ſee that day? How many put off their Repen- 
tancetillthey cometo beſick;* whom-death never gives (o fair a 
warning to, 'but cuts them down unawarecs in- the midſt of their 
health and firength? \Delays are dangerous, and if they are any 
where ſo, then much merehere , where'ſo great a concern as is our 
eternal welfare depends upon them. Whercfore againſt the un- 
certain and dangerous hopes of men that refuſe the preſcut ſeaſon, 
-and will ay tor the'time to come, before they apply themſelves to 
their Work, Lthall endgavour to prove that the preſent time is the 


time inwhich we ought-to' do our Works and for the proof of 


this 1ſhall offer theſe three eaſuing Conſiderations : 
1. No mancan be exempted fromthe ſervice of God for any 


time. :For ance it hasbeen ſhewn already, that God made us for 


hioſelf, 'it will acceflarily follow , chat there can be no time wherein 
it thay: be lawful for uwro turn afide from him, and to ſerve another; 


and if we mult be alwaycs einployed in his ſervice, cheri ſurely we 


myſt now in this preſent” be doing of his Work, which is a part of 
that' time which he has given usto ſerve him in, ' x Cor. 10. 37. 
And this the Apoſtle" plainly ' proves, when he commands , 
Whatſcever je. do, d0'iall to the Glory® of God; forif all our 
acionsamutt ten to the Glory of 'God , "then (all our time mult 
. be-lay'dout that way-y/becauſe our ations, and the time'in which 


they are done cannor+be ſevered z - and if all. our time muſt be ſpent 
for God , then withaue contradiftion the prefent time mult be fo. 


ſpent 3 this being (as was ſaid) a part of that time which s gl en, vs 
to-lcvchimin: It thee any--one couldeither prove or im Giak it 
lawſul tobe jimploy*d/atany time in the ſervice of Satan, or of our 
Juſts; then ſeme reaſon might beſhown why we ſhould nct ſerve 
God now; but fince it is hortible'to imagine that any one can have 
leaye from Gad to'ſerve his Encmy,, and ſinceit- plainly implies a 
contradiction ithatat cawbelawtul to be employed in foffinful 'and 
valawſbl a ſerviceyitremains undeniably'true, that God muſt be 
ſexved: with the preſenirunec, and we'muſt now be em ed indo- 


ing his work ,-bceavſeal} our time muſt be lay'd obtin his ſervice, 


af is. the prevent andthe future time tos; forhe thatis bound to 
ſerve God all the daycs. of his life. , -is certainly bound'to - ferve 


more proper to mind,and 
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and Tims of Working. 35 
Stef +5 'of his#l{fe ;/-and 


ſerqgGo togay , thisday 
if wen works of: ſent ma", white it: is day, that is, 
while we live , -if welivenow 1; we muſtwork aow3- and if at this 


preſent time.ic be day withnus, then at this preſent timexyhileit' is - 


ſo, we muſt be working the Works of him that ſent us. 


2, Butletiit bo tacther conſidered; thar-thvs preſenttime!is/the | 


only time that is,qurg $1.07 that-we cancbe faidite beſureofo What 
tizaeis paſt is. certainly and irrceoverably laſt; andthatwhich is ifu- 
ture.and to come is ours oply by anincertain-hope 3 and as it is pol- 
wy that it may be Ours,ſo it under aniequal of never be- 

ſo, for it only poſſiblethat we may live till tos morrow, 
= equally poſſible that we.may die before. Hetherefore that de- 
nies. God the preſent time, by thatyery denial fins ;\ aad- js unjuſt, 
becauſe he denics him what he.isonly {ure'of;. and puts him off with 
the promiſe of what i is Uncertain P and which. he can never he” ſure 
he ſhall be poſſeſſed of. 

And therefore if it be onr duty: to ſerve God at all; *ris' undoub. 
tedly our duty to ſerve him naw: becavſe-ifwe neglect the 


' timg iu which we may yo.it5 tis doubrful anitinccerain'whether- * 


ever live toſee that. day in; whichwe:promiſedto do'ie; What 
the Pact made an argument for preſentollity and mirth'y js much 
more itzo ng avd concluding in this:caſe., Sera nimiz vita eftcraſtina 
wiv” hodie, he would have us be merry roo day, for felr it fhoxld be too 
late.to fogin, it 160 moxrow 3 but how much more reatonably may.ic be 
urged, let vs apply our ſelves to our buſineſs ua ir wm tbo too 
late to: Arid Feat r STO SOT; 71 
Wwe vencthecommand; of our-own cime, norhas God given 


any man. among us the Leaſe of our Lives;\/we- are alt Tenants at 


Wall, and muſt leavecheſe Tenements of Clay whenſorverit pſcaſes 
Goditp.out us; fince then Godehos hid-ffomn us the tare of our 
Lives, we aremad as well as unjuftto refuſe: the preſear-time., ibe- 


WAN oy do our: Work in the preſent time, 
turth r 20 ox feomahe incertainey 
he the incertainty ofa afiſtance| inour ur Work: z Or - £15027 ohal 


it when it i ones: 515) 

Too day wit Rviven, bu we oy ror itaer wild fo- 
too morrow 3 only. we know:that God has ſaid, Ger. 6. "3+ pap 
rit ſhall not always ſtrive with man: There is. n time beyoad which 
Ged will ftrive n6nofe, but = leave us to our IF zand if God 
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of our Lives, loalfo 
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4 | A Chriſtian's Work," 

cnichda; chough the-dayo Life m ane Gil ”y yet the diy of 
Grace is done ;' atid wemay have: timers work, yct 
there is no heart:to improveiit 3' but -our tithe is as- Solomon com- 

plains, Prov. 17. 16. | Aprice in the band of a fool'to get wi 1 ſdom, that. 
hath no heart go ite" \* 

';Butſarther yet: From whence can we gather Confidence, orbe_ 
afſured thee God willbe cohtent to wait our leiſure , and that he | 
Villaccepr of thoſe future ſetvicesthat we reſolve to pay him? Sure 
ty notfor tent char he havofour ſervice, that he is Forc'd to wajr 
ll weartatleiſtvery ſerv@him';, for we bench our ſelves and not 
himia doing our duty,” and all ourendeavours/ can ata nothing to 
an Iofinite PerfeRtion. 5! E/iphee his Queſtion to Fob proves this, 

feb 2223; bs itany eaſure tothe Almighty that thou art righteous, 
9745 "in;gaini toi him rhatthin makeſt: thy ways- perfett 7 and David. 
plainly declares tor the fame thing, whenin Supreſs terms he ſays,. 
Pſalm '16. 2. My Goodneſs extendeth net to thee. Upon what then 
do we preſume, while we waſte our preſent time in the drudgery of 
ſin, nay eres offer ro-God the dreggs and' leeg of our dayes3 we 
ſpend ourfrengthandrour prime that God delights inand. rcquires,. 
and/whenwe arewornout» in the ſervice offin, and'can follow itnos 
longer; we then are' willingito WR ſelv@in tlie {ervice of God. 
for a protection.. How pag Ave I refuſe, usthen, when no 
Maſter clfe wilt entertain us ; it we refuſed his ſervice in the 
time hecalled-tor 1us,.roject oe-from being ris Servants when we ap- 
ay our ſolves tohim?-'o 10 

; Butlet:us.conſider:once more andbluſh; letus ſe uhh a«- 
chained 6f ouranequal deafing herein. 'Whom do we prefer. be- 
fore God, ad whoſe Yoak is44t that we chuſeto take up in. the firſt 
place? . We will ſerve God hereafter, and take his Work inhand a- 
nother time ;- let us ſeerhet to whom we dedicate the preſent rime, 


and whoisit whana:townve ferve,|' j 
AN our actions- aredewyyffervice i to'one: ee 109m: Aer or nother, 
agtheyhave'inrhem a renency and ſibſerviency | 
boars, yn w1 v6 pperiens Bilial, and all menare Re- 
Godorthe Devll. - 
Becks then whom we ſerve; If we ſerve not 4 we are 
employed inthe Devilework and drudgery;, welſen the lofts of 


;areflaves to our: own appetites, we run ' to Intempe- | 
| renceandWantonneſo,we fervean ambitious deſign; or a covetous- 


mind, or: ale this vatvure z and ſo under-pretenecof pleaſing our- 
{alves,do really ſerve, and are ſlayes.to the Devil. And 
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"and Time'6f Working. 

© Andi this aſervicetobe choſen before: that of the living God; 
that we muſtſerye theſe now; and putoff Gadtilb hereafter ? Are 
theſe ſo defirable Maſters, ſo good , ſo great Benefactors; that -God 
muſt wait and ſtand by tilithey ard ſerved in the firſt place'?! cir 
ſervice ſa Honorable an Employment ?'Is it forich/and/adva 
ous,that this muſt have the preſent time-2\Is theteſo. cchpleaſre 


im crap tom co0.an mars prong or in- an 
7 _— 


is 
Wo ws 
A end, aorree> 6 ore 
cient to us, that theſe muſt have the prime of our days and f Let 
us conſider and bluſh.let us ſee and be aſhamed that we uſp-our Gol 
ſo ingratefully here 3 *tis God that is the Author of our tire add 
being, and his. Goodneſgand Bounty provides for us, and” (weetens 
our being to.us;,'eventhe preſehtname; that: wo lay out upon fig) 48 
his Gift ( though given us for betterends )- andthe the tinde-that 
is future comes vp, and is preſerſtto-ug;is the effect of his'pacience 
and mercy towards us;. and yet this fime which he gives usfor his 
own Scrvice and Glory we rob him of, and jay itout inthe drudge- 
rics and bpndage af his Enemies: ' 'This.is ratitude"that'we 
ſhould\beaſhamed'iof towards:man , owed more we 
_ RH of it rowardsGod fmoe TN. Te. infinitely 


oy on then,if there beany in vs, intheſe ,/avil prove that 


this preſent time-ſhould' be'given.to God 3 >, Wh 4h it' nor, 
Np 


letysbut-confider who this muy. bo (afſicicn'to make vs 


bluſh and tremibletoo;/ | 11.07 11 09 10 Are 3 1 HIOJAG ifs 


'1 And! this ) may: ſuffics [briefly:to Prove"! that \qhe* 
time js thetimein which we ought 10 werkhoWirky WR 
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1 A RedGatheoiants nothing bur our Detbkan elnfalentdich to 
mekexd invincible, -and-ſurely-we'are not-therefore lazy and 
or remiſs iffour duty, becauſe we want either 
rogue yorpeb EOSESENG 40'\fiir vs upto the 
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+ Chriſtiaw s Work, 


dojtis of it} but becauſe we want hearts to-weigh: the force of ' the 
Reaſon. and gs nya orturonſideraces When wetfve (ode 
in matrets of thisnature.” 5"; © ab 
-I ſbal}therefore'; To quicken ind help your conſideration, Vos 
fore cohſider thereafſon it ſelf, by a ep or two'lead you to the 
force of theiReafon. 


1;1Let this then be:conſidered, That we have Work to do for _ 


Gadin the-tinke tharGedrhas given us upon Eatth 3 ahd ' there- 
fore we ane not.atburown fifpoſal ;and [may net -ferve whom" we 
pleaſe, of Work- br [ttaralkone! as we fiadovr! ſelves*inctmed 5 but 
out isſct,ut Woth is appointed, and'iwoeibeaunts usif wedo 
itnot;Foxhethatdacs not his Work;isidleand uleleſs;anti is an uh- 
profitable Servants and. how dreadful a-doom is palt/ him, ie 
A SOT tne en" 30.Caft je yp ras 
ernantimonthy «there E enaſbin 0 ik 
I tt-bc conſidered ;"Thatas:we Lv ork nth fo we 
muſt cometo an account farour Works,and we ſhall be examiried 
bath, what we have done,,and how... lnplain terms there-is a' day 
of Judgment to come upon us all;:and'thework of that day will-be 
to-proceediupon, con. arr co our Works: This the Parable of 
the Talerits proves, Marth, 25, 1961this the Author 'to'the Hebrew) 
gells-1us; Heb-9.271tm1 appointed xt nien ones to the; bur dfter this thi 
7Zudgment. And this the Preacher concludes his Sermon with,as being 
Wordsof great weight and as being deſirous 1oleaverhem'well in- 
fix in our: memories g Fceleſ 12-44: God ſtall bring every 64am 
mndgmet orerhavieryoatey thing ginhethe 1:52 be good ormberher'it be +05). 
ne on we wed come to, and that ſo tri tharnone-of our 
cicapt unobfery?djand a{carch ſo pi 
nil wall pan the very hiddefi things of darkneſs, 
and bring to light what we now hideſo cloſe-from theeyes of mens 
ihuhenmaigube mecomfectss che: ſlochful': fit here, 
he hopea chat his may-nieglect or {orgetito' caſt hinv t6- an 
,4ccgunt ,.,can be.nq thelter vor ſnppert in thits caſe to him-thar neg- 
£0 do-the Works thesGoddent him-into this. World todo; for 
a8 his Workis (ct, ſo alſo.a:day/of account.is determined,and every 
Soul, and the ſecrets of it ſhall be- brought into judgmenit;' \- 
. 3.:Addto this, That when death comes, .it will be too late to ſct 
tour, Wiork, that bong a ate-in| whichno Work'can be:done, 
.abd thenwe-hayo thefyll-force of the Reaſon apparerity-we have 
Work 40 do, and we ſhall be called toan account whiths/ GR 
one 
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 _ and Timeof Working. 
donte it ,, and if, death comes, it cannot be done, and therefore. ir 
tollows, and the reaſonjs too ſtrong to be deny'd, that we ought to 
do our Works while we have time andlife, . becauſe- of -approach- 
ing death, The night cometh when no mancan work, | | 
And now having thus conſidered the ſtrength of the Reaſon, 
| whereinitliesz let me conſider the Reaſon it ſelf in its parts, and 
urge the neceſſity of our Working now , from ſuch crations as 
the Reaſon it ſelf-will allow :, And here ſhall betake my ſelftothe 
words of the Text, and conſider the Reaſon; as it lies there ; and ſo 
it may be taken into two parts, and yet either of them retain the 
force ofa Reaſon to urge us to the duty undet conſideration. 

I. The might cometh. 

2. Whenit is come, no work.can be done.mmit, 

1. The night, thatis death cometh 3, in.which. theſe things are 
imploy'd, which may ſerve.to heighten our diligence, and tohaſten 
us in our Work. _ rriaghy is." 

T1. The night cometh , then death is certain, and-will undoubtedly 
be with vs, for in thatit's ſaid it comes , it undeniably proves that 
there is ſuch a thing as death, ſince that which is not cannot come. 
Andthis is a thing not more certain in itſelf;, .than it is evident and 
apparent to us, That weare Mortal, and when our part is acted, 
' muſt go off che Stage ofthis WofFld, conſtant and daily Experience 
teaches us, and proves it to us. This is the Path that is daily trod- 
denby all ſorts, ages, and conditions of men, the Young and Old, 
- the Poor and Rich, Bond and Free, Male and Female, all meet to- 

ether in the Chambers of D:ath, and lye, down to reſtin the duſt. 
his is the common fate. of Man kind, and that irreverſible Decree 
paſt at the firſt Tranſgreſſion , from Thichno man: ordivarily is ex- 
. empt. - Methuſelah rana long Courſe , yet after Nine hundred fix- 
ty and nine years he dyed; 'and Abraham lived well ,, and was the 
Father of,the Faithful , aud the Friend of God, yet after an- hun. 
privy threeſcorg and fifteen Years. he gave up the Ghoſt;, - and 
| dyed. 7 | . og troy 

And there want notdayly Mzmento's of our Mortality ,. even-in 
all thoſe things that are daily obvious to our eyes;the poi do courſe 
of Winter and Summer , and of Day and Night put us in mind of 
our putting off the Glories of this Life, aad of our fleepingyn death. 
| The Winter ſtrips the Earth of her ory and beauty, and-leavesher 
naked, it hinders and. determines her frujtful. feaſons', and death 
takes down our Pride and Pomp, and tyes our hands that we can- 
not work. Ac. 
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30 « A Chriſtian's Work, * | 
At night we uncloath and go to bed, and how far foever we 
ramble in the day, we then leave our Labours,and confine our felves 
to'a narrower compals to take our reſt till morning: And in death 
welſtrip and lye down inthEGfave, andour Bodies take their Yong 
ſleep 6h dooms-day morning wake us again, Our great Eftates, and 


ftately'Seats, and ceiled Rooms, and coſtly, Futaitures, give way to 
a WindingAheet,/aTorr Jada or 2 hs Nighc ha Winter 
are fit Embl=ms to us of Death, atid ſerious Adenw#ros of our mor: 
tal-ſtate. -_. | | iQ, apa, 
The certainty then of this ſhould mind usof the work we haveto 
do, andengage usto bediligent at itz our time is ſtated, and no- 
thing is more ſure than that its end will come, and death will over- 
take vs; our Work'is appointed, and ſois our time too ; why then 
'do we waſte or trifle away that time 'which hath itslimits fixed, and 
will certainly be determined by death ? Why then'do we projet 
great things for our ſelveshere , which death will ſtrip us of, and 
turn aſide from that work that God has . ry us todo; there- 
ward of which no death can deprive us of ? This very Conſidera- 
tion that death is certain, ſhould make us more careful in our work, 
and fit more looſe, and be more ingifferent to any advantages or en- 
joyments of this life. If our work be done, death cannot rob us of 
the-reward of that, but may be embraced as an advantage, being a 
Reſt from our Labours, and a refuge from every Calamity that here 
ear rep piers fk 1 7 z Fe cd x64 the rg yy in 
the Lora, from hencefovth, yea ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their po no Wor $do follow them. But for al hcl $ 
which are the advantages of this Life,only death robs us of them all, 
andbringsthe Great and Mighty irjito an equalftate with the Poor, 
'Ignoble, and Mean. "The Grave knows no difference, and the 
Worm knows no diſtinction betwixt finer and courſer fleſh. , 'He 
- -that marehes tothe Gravein a ately array , and with a fotemn 
pomp, and he that ſteals ſilently intp the Chambers of death, and 
"makesno noiſe nor buſtle at his DG, 
ment in the duſt, 'and' both have the ſame Kindred. and Relations 
there, and both-with Feb muſt ſay chap. 17. 14. To Corruption thou 
upr'my Pather, to the Worm thoy prt my Mother and ny Siſter :. Our 
:Greatneſsleavecs ugat the Grave, and tio diſtinifons remain after 
death; but ſuch ag a faithful ſerving of God), and'a conſcientious 
induſtryin our Works may give us. Why then do we neglectour 
| work 


numerous Lands ſhrink upin death to fix foot of Earth; and our | 
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| and Time of Working: ;t 
work that would live with us beyond death , and are fond of things 
that periſh as to us by it ? ſince the night cometh , that is Death is | 
certain, Cf ho 

2. The night cometh, Then Death is at hand, i cometh! Then it is 
haſtning on towatds us, it's already in the way, and onwards in its 


| journey to us. | 


And this the ſhortneſs of our Lives,/ (when they are at their lon- 


geſt) plainly ſpeaks, Tf once weareborn, even by the courſe of 


Nature, wehave not ſong. to live, atid threeſcore years and ten, 
which is the age ofa man, is but a poor pictance of time, if it bc 
compared to the Eternity that depends upon it. The very firſt ſtep 
that we ſet into this World, is oriwards towards Death ,. and to the 
Youngeſt as well as to the Old, it may be ſaid death cometh. Our 
Life iscompared to 2 Race, as ſwift, as ſhort as that, the ſtarting- 
place is from the Womb, and the Goal is the Grave, and all the 
while between our Birth and Deccaſe , we arc in our Race haſting 
on to death. As ſoon as our day begins to dawn, the night alſo 
begins to haſten its approaches ; and we do'no ſooner beginto live, 
but we are going onwards towards death. | 

- How ſhould this Conſideration then haſten us-in our Work, .and 
make usmorediligent and indiſtrious-, our time is ſhort, and the 
endof it at hand,our Work is great, and we have much todo; how 
unreaſonable is it then for us to loyter or be idle , and how much 


more for us to be CONS of Evil, which muſt be unravelled and un- 


done again? Allour time islittle enough for our buſinels, there can 
be none to ſpare forevil ends, or fora forreign ſervice; our End 
draws-on whither we mind jt' orno : Ptudencg then would teach us 
toply -our Work, that. the. end of our time and our work, ma 

meet together, Let us always then be well employed, that = 


-may find us ſo when it comes, and that time cannot be far off; The 


»ight cometh, that is, death is athand. F 

3. The Night cometh: And this implies that the time ofdeath- is 
uncertain; the night:comerh!" Then no man knows how near death 
may be, all that is ſaid of it,is, - that it-cometh; this makes the thipg 


. certain ; but there is no determination when it comes,and this leayes 


the time of it uncertainas to ys- "Tis true, it may be. coming, and 
yet may be agreat way off, andit isas-true, it maybe at hand, gud 
juſt now at theYoor. "_' p | 

And thisis a thing fo daily made good to us by Experience , that 
it juſtly becomes matter of great wonder,. that men regard and lay 
It. 
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it to,heart uo more 3 we ſcedaily menlikely.to live long.,-,0n a ſud- 
den cut down, arid their days are come to an,cnd;when we thought 
they had been ſcarcely arrived at the middle of them. And we 
have now. another freſh inſtance of it ſet before us; and here is-one 
gone to his long-home, who according to the courſe. of Nature had 
lived but halfthe Age of a man. | 

And this ill ads 
our buſincſs,/and-to haſten out Work, tor we kgow-not how ſoon 
wemay dye. 'Inftancesof ſudden and unexpected Mortality are 


not rare, which makes it the more to be.admired, that thoſe thatre- 


main will flatter themſelves. with the hopes of a longer time here, 
when tiey (ee ſo great experiences to the contrary. How mad arc 
we then chat put offthe doing of that Work whichis ſo neceſſary to 
be done, to that time which it is abſolutely uncertain whether we 
ſhall ever have or no. That our Work be done is neceſſary , thatit 
wenegleQ the preſent time,we ſhall-have another to do it i is uncer- 
tain; ſothat we ventureour Souls upon a Contingency , and hang 
our Eternal Happineſs upon that which, may very poſſibly fail us. & 
piece of Imprudeuce that were ridiculous ia our Worldly- affairs, 
and yet men are not aſhamed thus to actin a caſe that concerns Eter- 
nity.” The Plow-man. will cake his Seaſon , and the- Marriner his 
Wind and Tide; the Trades-man will not let flip his Market. and 
every man thinks it wiſdom totake a good Offer while we may have 
it, for fear we ſhould miſs of the like again ; and yet in things of far 
oreater Concern than' theſe, we are not aware. that; we egregiouſly 
play the fooPs-in turnin off our buſineſs till hercatter,and in letting 
ſlipthe fair proffers and opporrunitics of the preſent ſcaſon.. So ſad 
and miſerable a thing it is to be blind in Spiritual things , and to be 
habituated to Evil. An ordinary prudence would teach: us to act 
more like 'men, and tot more diligent in our Work in the time we 
have, fmce we are not ſure of any more, for the night cometh ,., and 
deathiis ſure , but the time is uncertain}, and no man knows how 
ſoon it maycome. ; Ely 7 
'- And thus the conſideration of Death is and-ought to be a Motive 
to ns to tmprove our time, and work while we may, for we muſt dye, 
and that ere-long ; | and who knows how ſoon? *butthen we have to 
_ enquire into the reaſon or ſtrength of this Motive, which makes the 
conſideration of death to come an Argument for qur -preſent dili- 
gence; and that lies in theſe words, Yhen no may can Work, 


2, This 


more force to. the Reaſon, To. be mindiul off 
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-- * 2, This is then the Secand and ſtrangeſt part of theReaſon, hen 


the night 1 come,n0 Work can be done in it : We 'had need be dili- 
gent 4n our Work while we have time, for if death comes it will be 
too-late todoit, orto ict about itz we muſt work now in this life , 
or not at all, Pſalm 6.5. I» death (ſays the Pſalmift) thereisnoxe- 
membraxce of thee, All our V Vorks there ceaſe, death puts an end 
to every contrivance and deſign, and whatſoever remains-to do, 
when we come to die, remains undone fo all Eternity; for the ſtate 


of death is an unaſterable ſtate, Ar-ithe Tree falls fo it lies, and ac 


death leaves us, (o judgment finds us; what we are then, ſuch we co:- 
tinue for cvcr tor the night being once come, no man can work. 

Now our working may ve conlidered as it is employed cither, 

1. In dcing what Was nevcr done before; or, 

2, In mending what was1ill done, and in both Caſes, the nicht 
comes, when no man can work , our ſtate is fixt by death, and our 
works arc at an end both wayes, and then we canneither begin any 
work, nor polliſh, nor finiſh what was before begun. 

1. VVe work in«<doing what was never before done, butrno man 
can worKthus in dcath. If we havenotbegun to ſerve God in this 
lite, it will be too late'to ſet to that-V Vork when we are dead , 


for that ſtate and time 1s all appointed for reward, and nothing at 


all fgr Work; it will betoo ate then to begin to love or ſerve God, 
tor then it will be-only enquired what we have already done , and 
not what we would now da. This is the time that is given us in order 


to Eternity,and upon the improvement of this, the determination of 


that Eternity whether it be to happineſs or miſery do's depend. 
After death ſucceeds the Judgment, and every man ſhall be judged 
accor ding” to his Works; Our: V Vorks then are done when we ic , 


| and after death nothing more remains, but to receive our judgment 


according to them. This 1s the tume of our V Vork, that the time 
of our V Vapes 3 here is our Seed-time, theye-is our Harveſt, Gal. 
6.7,8. 4nd whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſball he alſo reap; for he that 
fowethts his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption , but he that ſoweth 
to the Spirit, Hall of the Spirit reap life everlaſting. _— 
. This then ſtrongly enforces upon us the duty of working while it xs 
day, for if we dyc-andleave our V Vork undone, there's no finiſhing 
of it inthe Grave. Let us weigh them, and conſider how ſad their 
ſtate, how miſerable their condition muſt needs be who are preven- 
ted by death, and die and their work is undone..' VVhocan lie 
down in Everlaſting burnings? and who can ftand before an.incen- 
| E ſed 
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ſed Gonr iy onr God is 4 conſuming fire. 
to ſee a Soul rouling in endleſs flames, and too late curſing itsown: 


negligence and folly ? how ſad would it be to hear him wiſhing in. 
vain forthe time that was idled away and miſpent, and to ſee the 


anguiſh of his Soul, becauſe his work isundone, and now remains no 


time to do it?- And. let us ſuppoſe this to be our caſe; for if we 
are not wiſe betimes, it will certainly be ſo: Let us ſuppoſe our 
Souls in ſuch a ſtate as thisis, that we may awaken our ſelves be- 


tim&., and while we have yet a day upon Earth, may be wiſe to- | 
employ and lay it out. for God.. For happy are they that ſee their 
follybetimes, and'are betimes convinc'd that that their work is yet . 


co do, while the time yet laſts in which it may be done. Sad and 
unſpeakably miſerable are thoſe convictions which are firſt found in 
Hell , forſince they cannot there put us upon work, thcir cffects 
can be nothing but Eternal deſperation, 


Let us then be wiſe intime 3 let. us remember that there is no- 


work in death , and withall remember that the night cometh z and 
let this excite usto diligence in our duty, and haſten us ro work, the 
works of him that ſent ns,. while it is day. 

2. V Vork may be emplycd, in mending what is done ill or amiſs. 
And in thisſcnſe too there is 1d man can work when the night comes. lt 
will betoolate then to review our works with hopes to repair chcir 
defects, Alas ,. the' time for theſe things is at an end, and 'tis 
now too late as well to mend as to make, h | | 

Repentance and Amendment- are the works of this life, fingle 
repentance is part of the miſery of the next. Hell is full of Peni- 
tents, for there is none that comes into that place, but docs ſoon 
repenthim of. his-former negligenec, and that he improved his time 
no better, that he minded nor more the grand Concern , end made 
no bctter proviſion for his cternal ſtate 3 but this ſorrow cannot 
end in joy, nor thisrepentance be to ſalvation ; tor *tis a repentance 
withouta reformation , and a ſorrow for:ſin when *tis too late to 
forſake it. As Death is-inexorable, and will not be deferred by 
emeeatics, ſo is the judgment too , and will not be altered by 
fruitleſs tears and vain promiſes of amendment. Let St. Auguſtin 
read us our doom in this. caſe , Fenturum eſt judiciunm, erit & tanc 
penitentia ſed infruftnoſa, The judgment is coming, and then men 
will repent, butit wilt be fruitleſs. It-will be'fo in reſpe& of the 
product of fruits meet for repentance, the forſaking 
leading a- new life 3 and-therefore it will be fruitleſs - t00 asto the 


How fad- would it be. 


of fin, and' 
ends. 
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-pentance and reformation in the 
- their Purgatory as a middle ſtate after death, where ſouls make ſa- 


ends of repentance, or as to thepromiſes that attend upon ourre- 
pentance here, the blotting out of our fins and a remembring our 
tranſgreſſions no more. V Vhat we do muſt be done here, there is 
no returning from the dead to reform 3 nor is there room for re- 
ve. Let the Papiſt talk of 


tisfaion for their negleRs in this life , and being purified by fire, 
paſs from thence ro heaven. The Scripture tells us of no middle 


ſtate after death between heaven and hell, and of no ſatisfation 


but what Chriſt made by his obedience ;and ſufferings When we 
die, wearedetermined to one of the two, and all ſouls paſs, cither 
to cternal bliſs , from whence is no fear of falling ; or to everlaſting 
wo, from whence is no hopes of returning. And what ſatisfati- 


on ſoever can be made to divine juſtice for fin, it muſt either be 


obtained by faith in Chriſt, and that's onely attainable here ; or 
elſe 'tis made by our ſufferings after death , and there no 4uffcrings 
ot ours can ſuffice, that are not eternal. 

Sothat whar-ever can conduce to our cternal welfare, is oncly 


to be done and obtained here; while we live there is hope, if 


death once ſeize us, our ſtate is determined, our work is at an end; 
it's neceſſary then that we work the works of him that ſent us while 
it #s day; and that becauſe the night cometh , when no man cas 
work. | | 

Let the uſe of all then be, to perſwadeus to remember and pra- 
Qice our dity now intime, to improve the preſent ſeaſon, and 


to uſe the day while it laſts 3 and fince we have heard that thercis 


indeath no doing the work that we left undone, nor any mending 
that which was done ill ; let a[{ ſerve to ſtir us up to diligence 
both at and in our work. | 
1. Todiligenceat our work; That is,Conſtantl y to employ our 

ſclves in the works of him that ſent us; tolet paſs no opportunit 
of ſerving God cither in the dutics of his worſhip or in doing good 
in our generations. Our work is great, our thmeis ſhort, we had 
need make haſte and ply ithard, Deathis conny , andthe peri- 
od of our dayes is athand , where #t will be too late to ſet about 
our buſineſs 3 Ict us then now work the works of him that ſent us ; 
and happy is he , whom when his Lord tome he ſhall find ſo doing. 

'2, Let-it ſtir us up todiligence in our work, Todo well what we 


| Boz for there.isnoamendment in the grave. Let usnot think that * 


any thing will ſerve the turn, or that God will be put off with ovr 
Ward E 2 work 
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36 | 
work ſlightly done. As wemuſt-do the works.that God hath ap 
pointed , ſo muſt they be done -ashe requires ,, orelſe we may pe- 
riſh ſor. failing in the manner of our dutics, as well as for negle- 
Cling them. as to theirmaatter. Death will be {ad to the unbelie- 
ver, and the lewd and profane may well dread that day ; but it 
will be as ſad with the hypocrite as with them , for the hypocrite 
and unbeliever ſhall have their portion together, For he that has 
done his. work.onely to be {cen of men, or barely to ſtop the 
mouth of conſcience; he that works onely for by-ends, and em- 
ploys himſelf , though inthe works that are required, yet tor 0- 
ther cads than God appointed, ſerves himſelf and not God 3 and 
becomes a ſlave to himfelf and his own intereſt, and has not dons 
the works of him that ſcnt him 3' becauſe he did his works for other 
cnds than God allows. The judgment.is.at hand, and as we ſhalt 
be judgad .according to-gur works , ſo ſhall-our works be call'd- 
into judgment too, and be ſevercly ſcann'd what they are'3 and 
hippy is he and onely he whoſe work will abide the trial. 
And now to ſhutup all in the words of the Preacher , Eccle. 
12.13, 14.. Let ns hear the coneluſion of the whale matter , Fear 


God and keep his Commanuments , for this is. the whole duty of man. © 


For Ged ſhall bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret thing; 
whether it be guod or whether it be evil. 
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And thus I have done with my Text, but the occaſion upon 
w hich it was choſen adminiſters. farthcr- matter of diſcourſe 1lill. 
As I have ſpoken, thus much to you from theſe words, ſo I {ſuppoie 
tis-cxpected I ſhould ſpeak ſomething more concerning the perſon 
whoſe Deceaſe gave occaſion to this Sermon, | 

You-are not ignorant that my uſuall Cuſtom heretofore in this 
Caſc has bcen cither to be ſilent altogether, or to ſay but little, 
For I confeſs my {ck too little a friend to that common uſage , to 
' give .a fair Excomium of a perſqn whom I knew not very well, 
mecerly becauſe it has been a cuſtom: to praiſe Folks when they are 
dead and to concludea Funeral Sermon with a Commendation, 
But I know you expect that I ſhould break both my+Cuſtom and 


my Silence here; and this I am the rather inclin'd to.do, becauſe. 


my acquaintance with him while he liv'd, makes'me able to ſpeak 
truthand yet to ſpeak well of him now he is dead. by, 


Chriſtian's Works. * 
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And therefore I ſhogld think my felf unjuſt both to him and you, - 
ſhould I be ſilent here.- Unjuſt rohim, it 1 ſhould deny to give him+ - 
that Elogy whichis his due; and unjuſt to yougin denying to ſet be-- | 
fore you ſogood a Pattern and example forggaur Imitation. 

[tis I conteſs an agravation to our ſorrow, and like grating up-_ 


| ona Sore,. to remember what a one we have loſt; yet ſince he is 


loft rous, there is this comfortin it, thathe was ſuch a one. *Tis 
our ſorrow that ſo good a man is dead, fot the greater is our loſſe; 
yer, tis an alleviation of our ſorrow thathe was ſo good that died; 
ſince 'tis his un{peakable advantage. , , 
His death indeed was ſudden and immature, if we reſpect the 
tinc of his lite , having run buc a little more then half the length 
of his Race 3 but yet I have rcaſonto believe that it was neither 
ſudden nor immature 'as to'-his readineſs and preparations for it." 


| For {ince death 1s never ſudden indeed, and fo unwelcome , but 


to thoſe that have not done the works of him that ſent thein ( they 


may well wiſh the night farther off that have all their work to do ): 


] have reaſon to ſay that upon this account his death tohim, what- 
ever-it may be to us', was neither ſudden nor immature. 

For to conſider the works we have to do, cither relating immedt- 
atcly to God, or as they concern our Neighbour, we ſhall find 
him to have been a labourer in' both , and:that no-ſluggiſh one # 
and a Work-maa that we hope, is not now aſham'd. 

He was one that made a Conſcience of honouring God in the 


- duties of his worſhip and ſervice, and one whoſe. attendance uporr 


the ordinances we have reaſon to belicve, was for better ends then 
to make a ſhew, and tobe ſcen of men: Hisattendance upon the 
publick worſhip was _— and conſtant , as could be expected 
from one ſo remote 3 his hearing was withattention and diligence , 
and his converſation ſhew'd that allyas not loſt that he heard, but 
that the Seed ſown was received into a good and honelt heart. He 


'was a conſtant gueſt at the Table of the Lord, rarely it ever miſ. 


ſing of any opportunity to partake of thatordinance, a thing the 
more remarkable in our times , in which that ordinance is fallen uns 
der a great neglect, and in moſt places this Table is but very thine 
ly:ſet with gueſts. His behaviour there was with that reverence 
that became acreature in ſo near approaches to his God ; and his 
deportment was ſuch, as was to me a fign of his' previous prepa- 
ration. | 
But all this. was publick , and what. was gbvioys to the eye oe 
| ene 
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the world , where the Hypocrite may ſtrain hard to make as fair « 


ſhew. Andas to him, 1 durſt not build my hopes upon this a- 
lone, if this were all the foundation I had for them. 

- Let vs follow him then fromtheplace of Gods publick War- 
ſhipinto his Family , and obſerve his deportment there; and there 
we might ſce that he left not his Religion at Church , as having 
no uſe tor if any where elſe ; but he made it his Companion at 
home as well ashere , arid made it his buſineſs to ſerve God in 
his houſe as well as.at the Church. * -» 

Beſides his joyning in prayer with his Family , he had his ſtated 
times for private prayer , which he conſtantly attended to by him- 
ſelf, and often took in his Wife to be a partner with him in them. 
And his courſe and way of life , and his diſcourſe, as occafion was 
offered , ſhewcd that theſc exerciſes of Religion were not counter- 
feit or forced , or were meerly a mask put on for a ſhew , but 
that they proceeded from a principle of picty within, and trom a 


heatt ſcaſoned with grace, and a real deftre after that which is | 


Bo0d, 


At the firſt entrance'ot that. Diſeaſe into his | 


T he Small: Pox, Family , of which he died, I can bear him wit- 


neſs that he took it as became a Chriſtian to do; | 


ncither ſlighting the providence nor ſlaviſhly afraid of it; neithor 
deſpiſing the chaſtnings of the Almighty , nor fainting under his 
corrections; but cheerfully caſting himſclt into. the arms of Provi- 
dence, contentedly refolv'd to abide by what God ſhould deter- 
mine concerning him. 


/ ASto the timeof his laſt Sickneſs which was but ſhort , his Dif. 
caſe was ſuch as ſometimes took away the ule of his underſtand- 


ing z yet then, when his tongue, that unruly member , was at li- 
berty to. walk at its own pleaſure without the guidance of the un- 
dcrſtanding;, 'it was never heard to utter any thing that was un- 
worthy ol , or unbecoming a ſober or a Chriſtian man : An-evi- 


dent argument that it was ſo accuſtumed. to the words of Sober- 


neſs and Truth, -that it knew not how to go out of thoſe paths , 
when left to rangeatits ownliberty. - 
He was not without ſerious apprehenſions of his approachi 


end; and then when the hypocrites hopes fail him and all falfe 
; grounds of : hopes or peace vaniſh, . his comfort then ſtood firm ; 


and though the Tempter was not wanting in his aſſailts, yet he 
could not deſtroy his peace.” He call'd to thoſe that werebuke 
| | | | about 
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about him in helping him againſt his bodily diftemper , Come let 
us foberly think, what Chriſt hath done for poor ſimers, and being 
a» || told that the ground of hope was in the finite mercies of God 
thoro' Jeſus Chriſt , he reply'd, Therein i my comfort. And an- 
ar- | other time he told them, The Devil hath ſet npon me and hath 
re | fruck me to the heart , but I have overcome him aud he « gone 
n om me. 
. And if we conſider the otherpart of his-work , in that relation 
in Þ chathe ſtood in towards man; the moſt part of you know as' well 
as 1, thatitwas ſuch as-no man could blame. And: without de- 
ed | fcending to particulars , it might be enough for his commendati- 
m- | on, but toobſcrve that univerſal regret that is among all-men of 
m. 8 all forts; that had but any acquaintance with'him, for the loſs 
as © of him. Fox if we conſider him in thoſe particular relations in 
er- © which God: had ſet him:,. as a Son, asa Husband, as a Father ; in 
ut Þ thoſe tkrece he might well ſtand to very many as a pattcrn of obe- 
14 | dience, of kindneſs, and of care.. | 
is # Hewasadutiful Son, and poſhbly without injury to any ,. it 
| might be added as ever any man had; and that not ouely inhis: 
iis | childhood-and youth , but when he was grown vp, and became a 
it- Þ Fatherhimſelf.. He never diminiſhed his due reſpects to his aged: 
0; | Father when. he became a man and was at his own diſpoſal ; and: 
jor | by his tenderneſs and care of his health, ſhewed that he was far 
his | froia their ſordid and unnatural mind, who think that life (though 
vi- Þ it be the life-of a father) too long, -thac ſtands between them and 
er- # anEſtate. He was the Staffe of his aged Fathcrsdaycs, and the 
| -clight of his eyes, and. was. never known to be a grief to him 
if. Þ till now. 
de . Hc was a Kind and loving Husband to his Wife, and as God 
li- & had bleſſed them with anumerous Iſſue between them , ſo he had 
m- | bleſt them alſo with a mutual love aud complacency one in an- 
n- Þ other; and that to ſucha degree , that what 
vi- | that Roman ſaid in his Funeral Elegy of his Se nunquam red:- 
er- | Mother , That for thirty years (pace he was iſſe in gratiam cum 
S, | never reconciled te her. Meaning that there - Adatre. 
was nevcr any.difference between them that | 
ng | needed a reconciliation 3 may beſaid truly of them ; That for the 
Þ ſpace of fifteen years , which was all the time they lived together, - id 
a; | they were never reconcileds ſor that ſuppoſes a difference to have Wi 
. benn.; bu. in all that- time there happened none betyveen __ ll 
| or 
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.For it eomes from the mouth of his own dear Conſort ('whom'he 


great kindneſs): that in all the time they' lived together, therewts 
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hath left ſo muchthe more: diſconſolate, by the remembrance of- 19 


never any contradiction between them 1n anger. 

- Asa Father, he was tender over his children-, careful of their 
Education, and provident to lay up for:them. | 

| And now if we takea view of him in a larger capacity, and-as 
ftanding in'a wider relation, we ſhgll find the ſame perfume of a 
good name, following himitill : Ive confider him in. general as 
a man , and at large, as a Citizen of the World, we ſhall find 
that hedid well become that ſtation , and well diſcharge the duties 
of that relation. 

_ ©, God had given him a plentiful eſtate , and 
heart to cnzoy aud uſe it, a, bleſhng that does 
upon the poſlkſſion of, riches ; he lived comfort 
had, and was never « flavc to his own poſleſſions; 

And as he did not rob himſelf (for 1 count every -Miſer a thief 
to his own body ) ſo neither did he rob the poor , neither in prind- 
ing them with oppreſſion , nor in with-holding their hire , nor ih 
being ſpare in his Contributions towards their relicf as he ſaw 
nced 3 nor was he injurious to any-other in any of his dealings with 
them, no man beingable. to charge him in any.inſtance with the 
legſt tinctures of oppreſſion , wrong , or fraud, Es 

f we take him as to his carriage among men., we might ſce him 
of a meck andquict ſpirit, neither making contention nor dclight- 
ing 4n.1t, | | 

le was affable and courtcous to his inferiours,and though he had 

fair advartaz3es above many others in this world \, yct was not he 
proud, nor his heart lift up to deſpiſe thoſe that were meaner and 
below himſelf. ara gt ; 

He was a friend that was faithful and truſty , and one that was 
willing todo good, andtobehelpful to others. His friend need- 
ed not to extort a kindne(s from him by importumitics, or repeat- 
cd requeſts , but he was ready (where itlay in his power). to pre- 
vent his asking, by doing him good. | 

As to his Morals , they were ſuch as deſerve a peculiar remarque 
in theſelicentious times; W.aercin Diogeres , werehe alive , might 
take his Candle -and Lanthorn againatnoon-day to $0: ſcek'for a 
ſober tempcratc, young Gentleman. He was oneamongſt thoſe 
tew that wanted nothing to make him run with the herd andtobe 
debaucht, 
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"molt are, but an inclination toit, , Fot;hewanted 


neirher Youth hor wealth his years were not ſuch as magehim 


aſt thoſe extravagances , 'and he had a purſe better able to bear ic 


than many of them. have; - and aſſociates: to allure tv.and encou- 


rage in ſuch courſes could not lovg be wanting in ſo, degenerous 
an age. as 6urs. Burt yet for all theſe inducements , ke-kepe him- 
ſelf pure'from the pollutions of .the *ge wherein he {lived z being 
managed- by a ſpirit free ep that ſordidneſs that rules too much 
now in.the.moſt; thatcan x&liſh no pleaſurcs but what. are ſenſpal, 
and roo plainly bruitiſh. I have heard him often take gccaſion to 
& ſcourſe concerning the pleaſures and advantapes of a holy lite, 
of tic comfort and ſerenity of a good conſcience, againſt the 
clamors and”troubles and ſcofings, of this World ; And to one 
that told him kow much picty and vertue , and the {criovs practice 
of religion was diſcredited in the world, and accounted ridicu- 
lous and fooliſh, his anſwer was, Let them ſtay till the end, and 
ſee who & the fool then. | | | 
And to that end he is now arrived, where I queſtion not but he 
enjoys the benefit and reward of his works 3 and knows-by expe= 
rience, that ( what-ever the mad world ellecans it to.be ) *tis oct 
ther ridiculous nor tooliſh to be ſober .or piqus and thar'tis nat 
onely our duty , but_alfo highly worth, the while , . 0 werk;the 
works of him that ſent us while it is day. | 


; Thus farI haycheen able to ſpeak of him from my own obſer- 


vations, and to give this account of -him-from.my own know- 


ledge 3 having been: beholding to the relations of others but for 
three inſtances in all chat. I have ſaid. - Had:I call'd in help; 'or 
made it my buſineſs to make Collections, or ſtudied to-ſethimour - 
tothe full,, I might. have given a-larger Character, 1ahd-a) much 
fairer Encomirm ot him z and yet perhaps not have ſaid more than 


* x 


the ſubject would well brar. But let this ſuffice. my 


* But now, of what uſe is all this.that hath been ſpoken of him, 
or to what purpoſe? Is it tor his ſake: that: is: dead and deparred 
From, us 4 /alas he needs. it.not ,,'tis no advantage; to him now, 
that we think or ſpeak well of him.z,,*Tis no addition to'his-glory 
above , * that his athes are perfumed with the odour 'of. a' good 
nathe ;' or that his memory is valuable or precious amongſt us. 
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| "Thedefign of allthis that 1 have ſaid 'of him is your bevebie., | 
_ he being dead , yet ſpeaketh to-you , and. reads you a uſeful 
Leſſon, Ei Ig 


'  . ſpent-inhis ſervicez 'none ever complain'd in the end of b 
' this work too feon; when many have periſhed and: been loſt for 


_ 


In that he ſo Tived and fo dicd, lived fo well and died lo ſoon ; 


there is matter of direction for your practice in both of them : in 


the one he isa pattern, and in the other a monitor; and ſo both 
by his life and by his death he fpeaketh to you. 


x. By his Life, Here is offered to youa fair pattern for your imi- 
tation; for therefore arethe dead comnended, and a recital made 
of their vertucs,. that the living may be provoked thereby and cn- 
couraged to do well, A good name is a bleſſing that' is promifed 
to-good ations and the Wiſe-man tells us, Prov 10. 7. That 
memory of the juſt is bleſſed, when the name of the wicked ſpall ror. 
Pur this, as I ſaid, cannot reach to the ſtate of glorified ſouls ; 


the greatcſt uſe. of- their good-name , is for thoſe that ſurvive: | 


ti.at others may be cncouraged to do as they have done. This the 
Apoſtle calls upon the Phil:pians to do, and this is our duty alſo 
as well astheirs. Phil. 4.8. Whatſcever things are true , whatſoe- 
ver things are honeſt whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are 
prre,whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are y good report 3 
if there be any tortne, if there be any praiſe, tothink ontheſe things. 


2. By his Death. And ſo while we (ce 2 young,man taken-off 


_ almoſt in the midſt of 'His dayes, it gives a fair warning to you that | 


furvive, to husband and improve your time. + This ſhews. that it's | 


dangerous-to delay and putouff nur work till another time, orto 
truſt to Youth, or to hope for. too morrow 3; for Youth cannot ſe- 
cure us from death, and too morrow often failes thole that tay 


| 
| 


| 
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and hope for ir, We ſee here that Death hath inverted the order | 


hoped might have omt-livid himlorg. The leſſon then that his death 


weare aware of it or prepared tor it, Let every onevf us there- 
fore retolveupon our work, and ſet roundly toir; let us take the 
preſent time; which God allows us to work in,*and requires to be 
inning 


evco, 


- .of Nature, and the Father cloſing the Eyes of his Son, whom he | 


reads us, 1s this, That life is uncertain 3 and this ſhould make vs | 
_ afraidto defer' our work, leſt the-nighr- ſhould ſteal' upon vs ere | 
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— " and Timp of Working © 43 
ever; Who alwayes thought it roo ſoon yet to begin.' "Dcath 
draws on, whether we will provide forit orno; 2nd wither we 


to them from whom it is tartheſt; and by this inſtance it appears 
it may benearer than we are aware of. Having then before us 


| an example that proves the truth both of the Text and Sermon, 
| Let us work the works of him that ſent us , while itis day ; the night 


cometh , when nc man can mork, 
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books ſold by Tho. Parkhurſt at the BiblFand 
Three Crowns m Cheapſide. 


A Morning*Exercife againſt Popery. 

The Young Man's Inftructer, and Old Mans Remembran- 
cer.. A large Expoſition on the Aﬀemblics Catechiſm. By 
|T, Doolittel. | et 
þ 1. Forty ſix Sormons on the whole Eighth Chapter of the Re- 

Mans. 

2. A Practical Expoſition on the Four ſelect Pſalms. viz. 4th, 42, 

51, 63, "The whole being in 4.5 Sermons. - Both by Tho. Horton, 

D. D, tate Preacher at St, Hellens, London. | 
Childs Delight , with Pictures for teaching Engh/+, to 'which is 

acled an Eng//þ Grammar. 

| Reading and Spelling made cafie,, wherein all the words of our 


Engliſh 


work orloyter, the tatal hourſtill approaches ; i: cannot be far off 


= Pn "Books fold-4 "Tho: Parkhurft. 
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Engliſh Bible, 'axe ſetdowninan Alphabetical Order, and'divida 
to their diſt: Syllables, By Tho: Lye. 2g et | 
 Liberty-for Captives. By Tho. Doolitel. a7 
"The Pain Mans. Defence againſt Popery,, wherein Popery i 
*.,, proved te be flitvhgainſt Scripture; fitteetor the meaneſt capacity, 
By a Choplain:to a Perſon of Honour. | | 
Two Diſputatiens oi Original Siv. By Rich. Baxter, | 
_ An Expolition on the whole Epiltle to the" Coloſſians. By foln 
Dallie. | 
A Treatiſe of 17oly Violence for Heaven, 


A Plea for the Godly, | | 
The Duty of Self-denyal. All three by Tho. at/bn. 
Thelmmortality-of -the Soul. - By Tho. 77ad(worth. 
The Almoſt Chriſtian. By Aatth. Mead. | 
Spiritual Wiſdom in;Proved againſt Temptation. By Mart, 
Head, | 
A Method of Meditation. By Tho. White. 
The Gedly Mans Ark. By Eam. Calamy. 
The Heart-Treaſyry ,-firſt and ſecond parts. 
Cloſet-Prayer. Both by Oliver Heywood. | 
. ATreatiſe of Quenching the Spirit. By Theoph, Pawlwheel. 
- The Sinftlneſs of Sin. By Ralph Venning. | 
Myſteria! Union between Chriſt and Believers. And, 
Sober- Singularity. By Rowland Steam an. . 
7thnJavews)'s Late. 11D | 
Saints Encouragement. 1 Both by 7ames f anewgy. 
The Spirit of Prayer. By Nath, Vincent. © 
A Plain Expoſition of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, By The. Lye. 
— Weaving Spirirualized':3*;or , The Weaver's .Pockct Book 
'By F. C. D: D. SI Py td I rig a. 
\\: Eighteer Sermons by William Whittaker , with his Funeral St 
=— v_z_TC._W__T.....c---, 17 op 
UL Reformatroit or Ruio.- By Tho: Hotchkir.. | 
The Life of Dr,Staurron, Witha Dialogue between a Minilty - 
«add'a Stranper;, ard aDiſcourſcof Chriſtian Conference. | * | 
*-\ Index" Biblitns'; or ,. A Table of. the Holy >eiptyres, "a 
A Plain'and Familtar-D {courſe "concerning the Lords Supp 


*By- otra lay, Mok os bn 
| Antapologia, or, þ et of cuſes ; ſctting forth the 
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